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IN THE CLAIMS- 



Please replace the previous claims with the following claims: 



1. 



(currently amended) A method for placing virtual objects in virtual object 
locations in a video program at a viewer's temiinal in a television program delivery 
system, comprising: 

receiving, at the viewefs temiinal. a plurality of virtual objects for use with one or 
more of the virtual object locations in the video program, wherein the plurality of virtual 
objects are received through the television program delivery system and comprise first 
Virtual objects intended for the viewer's terminal and second virtual objects intended for 
other terminals; 

storing the plurality of virtual objects in the viewer's tenninals; 

receiving, at the viewer's terminal, a group assignment matrix and a retrieval plan 
for the viewer's temr,inal and the other terminals, wherein the group assignment matrix 
and the retrieval plan are received through the television program delivery system^ 
the group assignment mafrix r^mnrises ret^ntir^n ^ .Qunlnn. .nd p^^..^ 
categories thereby the viewer's terminal stores infnrm.ti.„ ^elatinn tn th. pr.^..^ 
categories of its g roup; 

executing the retrieval plan at the viewer's terminal to instruct, based on the stored 
mformation relating to the program o^tPg nri^e of it^ gi^up assigm^eR^^^ the 
viewer's terminal to select one or more of the plurality of virtual objects; and 

inserting the selected one or more of the received plurality of virtual objects Into 
one or more of the virtual object locations during a display or storage of the video 
program at the viewer's terminal. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 . wherein the step of inserting comprises: 
selecting a specific virtual object from the one or more virtual objects. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2. further comprising recording virtual objects 
watched data at the viewer's terminal. 
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1 . "^'""""'"'^ "'"^^^ °' ^^^^^^ -di^stlng the 

selecting step based on the recorded virtual objects watched data. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

receiving updated virtual objects at the viewer's terminal; and 
storing the updated virtual objects in the viewer's terminal. 

6- (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein at least one virtual object Is an 
mteracth^e virtual object Including a link to a location remote from the viewer's terminal, 
further compnsing: 

receiving an activation of the interactive virtual object; and 
connecting the viewer's terminal to the remote location. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6. wherein the remote location is an Internet web 

Site, 

8. (Original) The method of daim 1, whemin the viewer's terminal le one of a set 
top temilnal. a television, a personal compter, a satellite television receiver, a wireless 
telephone, an electronic book reader, and a PDA device. 

9- (currently amended) A terminal, In a television program deliveor system that 

receives virtual objects and video programs having virtual object locations and places 

the virtual objects into the video programs, comprising: 

a receiver that receives, through the television program delivery system, a plurellty 

Of virtual Objects and the video prcgi^ms, the plurality of virtual objects comprising 
virtual objects targeted for the terminal and second virtual objects targeted for other 
tenninale. wherein the receiver further receives, through the television pmgram delivery 
system, a retrieval plan and a group assignment matrix for the tenninai and the other 

term,nals.whereln m fflv>up a.snnmon, mnWv rnmnH»,, 

proflrem catwori^. thereby fhB n^c-eivar .tnro. lnfnn..n.n .„ ^. -im. n 
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gateaories of ite g rmip; 

a memory that stores the plurality of virtual objects; and 
a processor that executes the retrieval plan that Instructs, based on the stored 
■ nformatlon relatinn to the program c^tPn on>. of it^group a.c.gnmont m atr b . the 
viewer's temilnal to select one or more of the plurality of virtual objects, wherein the 
processor further Inserts the selected one or more of the plurality of virtual objects into 
the virtual object locations during a display of the video programs. 

10. (Original) The terminal of claim 9. wherein the video programs include a virtual 
object placement plan, the processor comprising a comparison module that compares 
the ^.rtual object placement plan and the stored virtual objects to determine a specific 
virtual object for placement in a specific virtual object location. 

11. (Original) The temiinal of claim 10. wherein the virtual object placement plan is 
stored in the memory. 

12. (Original) The terminal of claim 9. whei^in the receiver receives updated virtual 
Objects and the memory stores the updated virtual objects. 

13. (Original) The terminaf of claim 9. wherein the processor comprises a virtual 
Objects watched module that determines virtual objects watched at the terminal the 
virtual objects watched data stored in the memory. 

14. (Original) The terminal of claim 13. wherein the processor adjusts the virtual 
object placement plan based on the stored virtual objects viewed data. 

15. (Original) The temriinal of claim 9. wherein one or more virtual objects are 
interactive virtual objects, the interactive virtual objects including a link from the temiinal 

to a remote location, 

16. (Original) The terminal of claim 15, wherein the remote location is an mternet 
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web site. 



1 7. (Original) The terminal of claim 9, wherein the terminal is one of a set top 
term-nal, a television, a personal computer, a satellite television receiver a wireless 
telephone, and electronic book reader, and a PDA device. 

18. (currently amended) A method for placing virtual objects into video programs at 
a viewer's terminal in a television program delivery system, comprising- 

receiving, at the viewer's terminal, a plurality of virtual objects comprising first 
v.r^ua objects intended for the viewers temiinal and second virtual objects intended for 
other termmals. wherein the plurality of virtual objects are received through the 
television program delivery system; 

storing the received plurality of virtual objects; 

;^^^:^"9' viewei^s terminal, a video program including one or more virtual 

virtC TTT" '"''"'"^ ''^'^ P'-^-nt Of 

V rtua Objects into the video program, wherein the video program Is received through 

me television program delivery system; 

viewer's tenninel, a group assigr,r«ent matrix and a retrieval plan 
for the viewefs terminal and the other terminals, wherein the g«,up assignment matrix 
and retneval plan are received thnjugh the television pmgram delivery system , and tf^ 
a a-UP assiqpm«nt matrix comprhes rervption silv, 1^ ^, r„^„_ .„ 

Ib a^bv the y^,. tPoninal store. lnfhmi.flon n,b,inn m .i^ . ^.^^^ , 
group: — ^ 

executing the retrieval plan at the viewer's temiinal to instruct, based on the 
stored |nfomi.tt on ,Pl- ,tinn to the pmqr,n, rytegnrl.. nf iK,flroup ^.rionmgn. mo^U. the 
viewers temilnal to select one or more of the plurality of virtual objects, wherein the 
ececufng step Includes comparing the virtual object information and the received virtual 
objects to select virtual objects for placement in the virtual object locations: and 

inserting the selected virtual objects into the virtual object locations 



19. 



(Original) The method of claim 18, wherein a viewer receives virtual objects for 
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dfsplay based on viewer information including one or more of programs watched data 
virtual objects watched data, viewer demographic data, and viewer entered data. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 18. further comprising: 

gathering virtual objects watched data and programs watched data- and 
storing the virtual objects watched data and the programs watched data in the 

Viewer's terminal. 



21. (Original) The method of claim 18. wherein the video program is stored and the 
inserting step occurs while the video program is stored. 

22. (currently amended) A method for placing virtual objects into video programs at 
a viewer's tem,inal in a television program delivery system, comprising- 

receiving, at the viewer's temiinal. a plurality of virtual objects comprising first 
v|rtua Objects Intended for the viewers terminal and second virtual objects intended for 
other terminals, wherein the plurality of virtual objects are received through the 
television program delivery system; 

receiving, at the viewer's temlnal, a video pmgram including on« or ™™ virtual 
cbm locattons. the video program Including virtual object Information for placement of 
virtue Objects into the video program, wherein «ie video program is received through 
the television program delivery system; 

■«'=«''^"9.^*'« Viewer's temilnal, a group assignment matri,c and a retrieval plan 
ibr the viewer's terminal and the other femiinals, „he,«,n the group assignment matnx 
and the retrieval plan are received thmugh the television program delivery system and 
the qfo^,„ assignment matrix cnmp rt ses receUnn .it« r,r^, p |pas ' 

eateqgries thp rPh y the viewers ternnlnal stores infhrm^- ,...1, ^ .., ... , 

categories of its arnii p- 

executing the retrieval plan at the viewer's terminal to instruct, based on the 
ms^Mmm m relatlnq to fhP pn^qram nalen nries of ^ group assige«e«*™a,rix, the 
viewers terminal to select one or more of the plurality of virtual objects, wherein the 
executing step includes comparing the virtual object infcm,atlon and the received virtual 
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Objects to select virtual objects for placement In the virtual object locations; and 
inserting the selected virtual objects into the virtual object locations. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 22, further comprising storing the received one or 
more virtual objects in the viewer's terminal. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 22. wherein the video program Is stored in the 
viewer's terminal, and wherein the Inserting step occurs during storage of the video 
program. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 22, wherein the Inserting step occurs during a 
display of the video program. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 22. wherein the inserting step occurs during 

receipt of the video program. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 22. wherein the video program is displayed 
multiple times at the viewer's tennlnal. and wherein virtual objects inserted into the 
video object locations vary with one or more of the multiple displays of the video 

program. 
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